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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
NEW HOURS! 
 
MONDAY – 1:00 – 5:00 PM 
TUESDAY – 1:00 – 5:00 PM 
WEDNESDAY – 1:00 – 5:00 PM 
THURSDAY – 1:00 – 5:00 PM 
SATURDAY – 8:00 AM – NOON 
 
NEW LIBRARIAN! 
- DANA GRAPES 

 
Come give her a warm welcome! 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 

 
“One benefit of 

summer was 
that each day 
we had more 

light to read by.” 
 
-JEANETTE WALLS 

 FRANKLIN COUNTY 
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

 
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY 
“250 FREEDOM RIDE” 

 
SATURDAY, JULY 18TH 

 
Begins and ends at the Fairgrounds, 
circling the County, will come through 
Alexander around 9:50 AM. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

City Council Meeting 
August 4, 2026 6:00 PM 

Water bills due 
20th each month 

Tornado Siren Test 
2nd Monday at Noon 

Recycling  
1st and 3rd Friday 

 
Vacation Bible School 
First Reformed Church 

July 29, 30, & 31 
4:00 – 6:00 PM 

City Hall Office Hours: 
Wednesday’s 

9:00 AM – Noon 
2nd/4th Saturday’s 

9:00 AM – Noon  
P: (641) 609 – 6933 

E: cityofalexander@yahoo.com 
www.cityofalexander-iowa.com 

 



 

 A L E X A N D E R  G A Z E T T E  Page 2 

 

SEPTIC If you have not updated your septic system, you are now in violation of the City Code of Ordinances and DNR regulations!  
Building Permits Don’t forget that you need a permit if you are planning a home addition, construction of a building, placing a fence or 
concrete, building a deck, or making any other alteration to your property. Permit applications are free and can be picked up from City Hall 
during regular business hours along with a copy of the City Building Code. 

July 7, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
Mayor Christensen opened the 
meeting at 6:00 PM.  
Council Persons Present: Roy 
Arends, Monica Pals, Courtney 
Noelting, Kim Larsen, and Brad 
Peterson.  
Approval of Agenda – Motion by 
Noelting to approve, 2nd by Pals. 
Approved unanimously.  
Minutes of June meeting – Motion by 
Larsen to approve, 2nd by Noelting. 
Approved unanimously.  
Motion by Noelting to approve 
vouchers and pay bills, 2nd by Pals. 
Approved unanimously.  
See financials on Page 1. 
Public Input – Freedom Ride coming 
through town on July 18th, expected 
in Alexander around 9:50 AM. 
Library Report – Jeanie Arends 
reports they have hired a new 
librarian and have new hours, 
emphasizes that residents need to 
come through the door, check out 
books, sit and have a cup of coffee. 
Use the library or we might not have 
one for much longer. 
Water Dept Report – discussed 2 
estimates received for backwash 
water, other options considered. 
Both Chris Vanness and Mayor 
Christianson will touch base with the 
County Sanitarian and the DNR  

 about different options and 
what would be allowed. Arends 
moves to approve the easier, 
more affordable plan of re-
routing the backwash out the 
back wall to splash onto a 
concrete pad and disperse over 
the grass, if it is okayed by the 
DNR, if it is not okay, we will 
have a special meeting before 
August 1st to discuss, 2nd by 
Noelting. Approved. 
Gravel street (Carter Street 
North of Park Ave) – clerk has 
only received one estimate 
back from Mountain Movers. 
250’x20’ 3” thick for 
$1,700.00 or 1.5” thick for 
$900.00. Motion by Peterson 
to approve the estimate for 
$1,700.00, 2nd by Arends. 
Approved.  
Ordinance 2026-03 Water 
Shut-Off Requests (snow-bird 
policy) – Temporary vacancies 
will be charged $100 for 
disconnect and $100 for 
reconnect. Motion by Noelting 
to approve and set public 
hearing date for August 4th at 
6:00 PM, 2nd by Pals. 
Approved.  
New Park – Pals has some 
bushes and plants to put in this 
Fall, will discuss with the park 
committee on locations for 
them. Discussed applying for a 
grant for another playground 
equipment set for older kids or 
even a gaga ball pit.  
Nuisances – shed behind 
library was ordered to be 
removed after a natural gas 
leak, it has been removed. 
Discussed 2 properties in town  

  

Have a junk car? 
 

Call Virgil Larsen for pricing 
(641) 751-2512 

He will pay you for it and haul it 
away too!  

__________________________ 
DONATE! BRANDI PALS 
MEMORIAL FUND 
Monetary Donations can be Made 
at Clear Lake Bank & Trust 
(Brandi Pals Memorial Fund) 
For more information or to make 
donations you may contact: 
Thomas Pals: (641)640-8754 
Monica Pals: (641) 373-0468 
________________________________________ 
July Minutes (cont’d) 
that are unsafe, motion by Pals to 
have the clerk discuss with the 
City attorney about what can be 
done, 2nd by Noelting.  
Septic – there are 3 of them being 
planned currently.  
Building permits –  
• Uhlenhopp – demo garage at 
204 Center. Motion by Pals to 
approve, 2nd by Peterson. 
Approved.  
• Uhlenhopp – 2 shipping 
containers on existing foundation 
at 204 Center. Motion by Noelting 
to approve, 2nd by Pals. Approved.  
• Gramlich – build 30x65 building 
on lot purchased at North end of 
Carter Street (part of old City 
park). Motion by Pals to approve 
as long as they sign something 
that City is not liable if an ember 
from the City burn pile were to 
catch the canvass roof before the 
tin is installed, 2nd by Peterson. 
Approved.  
• Ellis – temporary storage shed 
at 208 Harriman Street. Motion by 
Pals to approve, 2nd by Arends. 
Approved.  
Motion by Arends to adjourn. 

 
First Reformed Church 

Services 9:30 AM 
Fellowship 10:45 AM 

All are Welcome! 
Sunday School – 9:30 AM 

 

 


