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LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Winter Hours: 
Tue:  8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Thu:  8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Sat:   8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
The door at the library is always open 
for reading, learning, and relaxation! 
Stop in and browse our large 
collection of books,  
periodicals, and movies! 
 
Interested in volunteering and/or 
being a part of the library? Stop in, or 
contact a Library Board Member! 
 
Coffee and Conversation  
Saturday Mornings! 
 
Garbage bags can be purchased at 
the Library and various locations in 
the surrounding area. If you are 
interested in a rolling cart, you may 
call:  T&S Sanitation at (515) 293-
1643.  ATTENTION! DO NOT PUT 
LITHIUM BATTERIES IN THE GARBAGE!  
 

DONATE! BRANDI PALS 
MEMORIAL FUND 

Monetary Donations can be Made at 
Clear Lake Bank & Trust (Brandi Pals 
Memorial Fund) 
For more information or to make 
donations you may contact: 
Thomas Pals: (641)640-8754 
Monica Pals: (641) 373-0468 

 
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY AND 

THE FRANKLIN COUNTY 4-H 
Celebrate PI Day 

March 14, 2026 9:30 AM – 11:00 AM 
Pie, Coffee, and Trivia! 

Bring a friend 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
City Council Meeting 

March 3, 2026 6:00 PM 
 

Water bills due 
20th each month 

 
Tornado Siren Test 

2nd Monday at Noon 
 

Recycling 1st and 3rd Friday 

City Hall Office Hours: 
Wednesday’s 

9:00 AM – Noon 
2nd/4th Saturday’s 

9:00 AM – Noon  
P: (641)  609 – 6933 

E: cityofalexander@yahoo.com 
www.cityofalexander-iowa.com 

OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION by the MAYOR of CITY OF ALEXANDER, IOWA 
for all snow events winter 2025/2026 

If Snow/Ice in excess of 2” is forecasted, is occurring, or has occurred, 
any/all vehicles must not be parked in streets, alleys, or any city owned 
parking area until streets have been cleared and/or for 48 hours after 
cessation of the snow event, whichever is later. 
The City is not responsible for blocked driveways due to clearing snow 
from streets. It is the resident’s responsibility to clear their own 
driveways/sidewalks without returning any snow to City Streets and 
Alleys. 

 
“Let us always meet each other with a smile, 

for the smile is the beginning of love.” 

-MOTHER TERESA 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!! 
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SEPTIC 
If you have not updated your septic system, you are now in violation of the City Code of Ordinances and DNR regulations!  

February 3, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
Mayor Pro-Tem Arends opened the 
meeting at 6:00 PM.  
Council Persons Present: Roy 
Arends, Monica Pals, and Brad 
Peterson.  
Approval of Agenda – Motion by 
Peterson to approve, 2nd by Pals. 
Approved unanimously.  
Minutes of January meeting – 
Motion by Pals to approve, 2nd by 
Peterson. Approved unanimously.  
Motion by Pals to approve vouchers 
and pay bills, 2nd by Peterson. 
Approved unanimously.  
February Expenditures – Bruns 
Machine & Welding (snow plow 
parts) $411.78; Clear Lake Sanitary 
(water testing) $44.00; Greenbelt 
Bank (safe dep box) $30.00; 
Hawkins, Inc. (additives) $498.18; 
Iowa One Call (locate serv) $12.60; 
IPERS (pensions) $341.73; Mort’s 
Water (replace check valve) 
$2,447.95; Router12 
(phone/internet) $80.00; Roy 
Arends (plow fuel) $111.00; S&H 
Environmental (Water Super) 
$850.00; Treas St IA (WET) 
$164.86; True Value (supplies) 
$186.50; Aimee Frohling (clerk 
salary/mileage) $925.23; Christian 
Larsen (Maint/Wat 
Ass./Roads/Reimb/Mileage) 
$995.23; Jason Christensen (Mayor 
salary) $92.26.  

 January Receipts – Property Tax 
$55.32; LOST $1,872.29; Road 
Use Taxes $1,176.85; Utility 
Accounts $3,200.51. 
Public Input – Jeanie Arends 
reports on landfill meeting, she 
plans to serve for 2 more years 
and then the council will need 
to appoint someone else. A 
long time employee of the 
landfill is retiring and won’t be 
replaced, waste is down right 
now – probably due to weather. 
They are donating 200 tires to 
the Isaac Walton League South 
of Renwick to build a wall for 
the gun range.  
Library Report – Starting 
January 19th going to winter 
hours, Tues and Thur 8-5, Sat 
8-12. March 14 the Franklin Co 
4H children are having a PI Day 
with coffee and trivia at the 
library from 9:30 – 11:00, all 
are welcome. Bridges e-book 
agreement has been signed for 
2027.  
Water Dept Report – Received 
an estimate from Central Tank 
Coatings to clean and inspect 
the water storage tank for 
$2,200.00. Motion by Pals to 
approve, 2nd by Peterson. 
Approved unanimously.  
Mayor Pro-Tem closes the 
regular meeting and opens the 
public hearing for Ordinance 
Amendment 2026-01 Defining 
Animal at Large. No public 
input. Mayor Pro-Tem closes 
the public hearing and reopens 
the regular meeting of the 
council. 
Ordinance Amendment 2026-
01 Defining Animal at Large – 
Motion by Pals to approve, 2nd  

  

Have a junk car? 
 

Call Virgil Larsen for pricing 
(641) 751-2512 

He will pay you for it and haul it 
away too!  

 
__________________________ 

February Minutes (cont’d) 
by Arends. Approved unanimously 
upon roll call vote with Larsen and 
Noelting absent. Motion by 
Peterson to waive the 3rd reading 
of the amendment, 2nd by Pals. 
Approved. 
Ordinance Amendment 2026-02 
Landlord Water Account 
Responsibility – upon further 
investigation, the current 
ordinances already allow for 
holding landlords responsible for 
utility accounts and allows liens to 
be placed on the property. It has 
not been past practice to enforce 
this ordinance due to objections 
from past councils. Motion by Pals 
to enforce it, including accounts 
currently outstanding on our 
books, 2nd by Peterson. 
Approved.  
FY27 Preliminary Budget and Levy 
Approval – Motion by Pals to 
approve, 2nd by Peterson. 
Approved unanimously.  
Set Property Tax Levy Public 
Hearing – Motion by Peterson to 
hold a public hearing for FY27 
Property Tax Levy on March 24, 
2026 at 6:00 PM, 2nd by Pals. 
Approved unanimously.  
Set Special Meeting – Motion by 
Pals to hold a special meeting on 
March 24, 2026 at 6:30 PM, 2nd 
by Peterson. Approved 
unanimously.  
CD’s Maturing February/March – 
Clerk presented rates from 
Greenbelt. Pals discussed strategy 
to leverage higher rates, showing 
that Clear Lake B&T is offering a 
better rate on a 9-month CD.  

 
First Reformed Church 

Services 9:30 AM 
Fellowship 10:45 AM 

All are Welcome! 
Sunday School – 9:30 AM 
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February Minutes (cont’d) 
 
Motion by Peterson to have the CD’s 
moved to a savings account upon 
maturity, unless Greenbelt is willing 
to match the other rate, giving us 
time to add another bank to our 
approved depository resolution in 
order to move the funds, 2nd by Pals. 
Approved unanimously.  
Snow Plow Repairs – hoses have 
been replaced, there are still cylinder 
leaks, but we should get by for the 
season. Three cylinders will be rebuilt 
or replaced this summer.  
Clean Up Day – Discussed tires, 
dumpster, and possible timing. 
Council should think on it for next 
meeting. Periodic Examination – 
State Auditors will be here February 
18-19 to audit 2025 records.  
New Park Landscaping – Discussed 
when we might have a dedication  

  
celebration, would like clean up 
day to happen before that. 
Possibly combining it with the 
Brandi Pals Memorial Fundraiser 
in June? Will discuss further at 
next meeting.  
Nuisances – One additional letter 
will be sent regarding junk 
vehicles to be addressed by 
March 1st.  
Septic – none.  
Building permits – none.  
Mayor Pro-Tem Arends informed 
the council that 4 street lights are 
out on Harriman and he has 
called them in, it is quite dark. If 
they are not fixed by Thursday he 
will follow up with Alliant. Also 
discussed having a team building 
exercise during the time between 
meetings on March 24th.  
Adjourned at 8:00 PM 
 

 
Building Permits 

Don’t forget that you need a permit if 
you are planning a home addition, 
construction of a building, placing a 
fence or concrete, building a deck, or 
making any other alteration to your 
property.  
 
Permit applications are free and can 
be picked up from City Hall during 
regular business hours along with a 
copy of the City Building Code. 

 
 

 
 

     

 


